Oakwood Avenue Community Primary School
Mantle of the Expert

After Tim’s visit our Mountain Rescue service had been set up and this is how we delivered our curriculum thereafter, using the Service as a driving tool which gave the children real purpose to their work. I have put this in chronological order of how we taught it in year 3. Examples of this work from one child’s book have been collated in a large book and are available to see.
	Subject area and topic
	How we used the Rescue Service

	Science – Materials

Absorbency
	· The service was sent a letter from Papers R Us requiring the help of companies to test their products for absorbency. It said they were looking for people who may have to deal with any spillages on a regular basis (after much discussion the children realised the service dealt with blood spillages so agreed to test products)

· They rang the contact number on the letter, which was me on the other end of the phone, and they were told there was a package sent to them in the post. 

· They found the package in class with 5 samples of materials to test.

· There were enough samples to test for each group. They worked in teams to test their ides. They had a go as experts which eventually led to them setting up a fair test and completing the experiment

· Papers R Us asked for the results to be written up and sent to them on their results pages sent (the children wrote the findings of their experiment)

· This was so much more successful than simply asking them to test absorbency, as they had a purpose. There was lots of discussion around whether we could make up the results. The team were horrified at the suggestion saying that as a company we needed to keep up a good reputation!

	Science – Materials

Properties
	The team were asked to brainstorm materials linked with certain properties linked to their work as rescuers. So for example, what in their line of work is opaque, heavy, shiny etc? There were lots of enthusiastic answers linked to their work as rescuers

	Science – Materials

Waterproof tests
	The team were given materials and asked to test the best material for tent covers. The weight of the materials also came into this because as rescuers they would need to carry them up the mountain.  

	Geography – Maps and Mapping
	This idea came from Tim Taylor:

· I got a large cloth and a range of materials and sat on the carpet with the whole class. We discussed what our mountain range may look like and placed scarves underneath the cloth to represent the mountain range.
· Next I asked what else we would need at the bottom of the mountains. Children then went off and drew roads, buildings etc., cut them out of paper, found wool to represent the rivers.

· We gathered back together and put all of the remaining features on the cloth and completed our mountain range, along with our rescue centre. There was lots of discussion about where the rivers needed to go and plenty of learning opportunities to talk about the flow of rivers from mountains to the sea.

· The children then drew their map and labelled it.

· This led to identifying mountain ranges from around the world – after all they would have to have knowledge of this just in case they travelled the world on their rescues. They learnt how to use an atlas in this session.

· They also learnt OS symbols and co-ordinates. What a bank of knowledge they were building as experts!

	Literacy – Settings

and Speech Marks
	· We used ‘Where the Forest Meets the Sea’ by Jeannie Baker. We stopped reading at the line ‘I climb inside the tree. It’s dark but the twisted roots make windows. This is a good place to hide.’ The team quickly realised the boy was lost and the Rescue Team were on the case, planning his rescue. Some planned trips to Australia, mapping out the quickest way to get there, using scales in an atlas. Others researched poisonous animals in the rainforest. Then the team planned what they would need to take, it included ‘snake killer’ ‘tree cutter’ and so on. 

· They then wrote super sentences about an Australian Rainforest, What I saw... What I heard... What I touched... What I smelt... How I felt... and because they had been to the rainforest to do the rescue they knew exactly what to write and the sentences were fantastic.
· These sentences were then translated into pieces of writing.

· Then the children were given speech bubbles and had to imagine what the rescuers said to Sam, this was then written into sentences using speech marks.
· We made Photo stories of the rescue using BT Photostory 3 package.

	Maths - Money
	We had a role play area which we set up as a Mountain Rescue Shop – raising money for the service. The team were tested on their mathematical skills by way of being given money problems to solve.

	Children initiated work
	· As the rescue team evolved – a child in my class came to me and suggested that the team needed a Head and a Deputy “Like we have in school”. I said he could set it all up as Head and as he was the expert. He asked the team to vote for a Deputy and they voted a Deputy in. One girl then suggested that the service needed a Chair of Governors “like my mum is”. Then the team of 3 headed up the service and set up a training room in the corner of the classroom. They often meet at playtimes and lunchtimes to discuss issues. The Deputy often brings letters in for rescuers (written by him at home but from clients!)

· The rest of the class wanted their roles to be recognised. So the Deputy set about using PowerPoint to produce w whole hierarchy of roles, which is pretty impressive. They created a variety of roles within the service each with their own expertise to ensure the rescue Service had lots of experience within it – leaders, fire-fighters, mechanics, research team, a medical team, a weather team (to keep an eye on weather conditions in areas of rescues of course!) The parallel class of year 3 also set up teams – First aid team, equipment team, mapping team, fire team, transport managers, sea and diving team and a cave and pothole team.

· The scope for development of our Rescue service now opened up!    

	Opening up our Rescue Service for other types of Rescues other than Mountains 
	· It was during a whole school monitoring week that the parallel year 3 teacher came up with this idea. I had the Headteacher and Head of Key Stage 2 coming in to observe me. So we planned to set up another Mantle and use the 2 observers in role.  The team were sent an e mail explaining that the Mountain Rescue service was expanding. They were told that they needed to expand their expertise and be ready for any possible rescue. There was a video attached to the e mail of a sea rescue and there were sketches of the possible missions they may need to undertake. The rescues included pot hole rescues, forest rescues, building rescues, sea rescues and cave rescues. The e mail also mentioned that an inspector from HQ may call to ensure the service was ready for any possible rescue. The Inspector was the headteacher and we named him Mr Ben Diggin.

· It was decided that to prove the team was ready for any rescue, we would make training videos (which were actually made up of 4 frieze frames of each type of rescue, so for example the sea rescuers put together 4 frames 1st being the victim lost at sea, 2nd being the service receiving the call, 3rd being the search and the final frame was the rescue.)

· Mr Ben Diggin (the Headteacher) and a media mogul Miss S Napper (Head of Key Stage 2) came in to inspect the service (lesson observation of me).  Miss S Napper took the photos to make service training DVDs and Mr Diggin made notes. The team showed their expanded skills which had certainly broadened their expertise.
· Using the photos taken during the observation we made Photo stories to show each frieze frame with music over the top of pictures.
· Mr Ben Diggin wrote a letter to the Service congratulating them on their expanding service.

     

	A Year 3 assembly
	Both year 3 classes had to put together an assembly. Claire the other year 3 teacher wrote a poem about our mountain rescue (with Tim) and the rainforest rescue. The children wore rescue hats and bright yellow jackets, recited the poem with actions and movement. Towards the end one child said ‘And remember if you’re in trouble and need help then call us because…’ and they all broke out into song ‘Ain’t no mountain high enough....’ with actions. The final song was ‘What have you done today to make you feel proud?’ and they sang it to the parents watching, who were very emotional! It was a huge success.

	A visit from a real life rescuer
	From the assembly we discovered that one of our parents was actually a rescuer. He had been to rescue people in the Tsunami and was on call at weekends for mountain rescues and really any types of rescues necessary. He put together a PowerPoint and came in to talk to the 2 year 3 classes. He showed them pictures, brought in equipment and answered questions they had formulated.

	Literacy – Recount texts
	Following the rescuer’s visit, the children wrote what they had learnt.

	Literacy – instructional texts
	· The team needed a fire plan to be displayed in their training room. Using connectives, which was part of the whole school target setting process, they used sentence starters to write a set of instructions in case of a fire.

· They then followed a set of instructions for applying a bandage as part of their first aid training

· We then tested their listening skills as they would need to hear a team member’s directions via a walky talky back at base. From the verbal instructions to rescue someone, they drew a map. They then wrote up their instructions.

	Science – Rocks and soils
	· As part of their training they would need to find out all about rocks and soils and their properties so they were fully prepared for any type of rescue and they would know immediately what rocks they were putting their equipment into.

· We visited Poole’s Cavern (at a second attempt) so that we could see what a real life cave looked like

· They wrote reports on the rocks they had found

	1st Poole’s Cavern trip abandoned because of snow
	We had originally planned to take all of year 3 to Poole’s Cavern 8th February, however it snowed heavily. We rescheduled it for 22nd February but Claire and I had a problem because the trip had only been cancelled that morning so we had a whole day with no planned work. Cue the next Mantle!

	Rescue from the Antarctic
	We had half an hour to come up with an idea and an hour to plan it while the TAs watched a DVD with year 3. It was heavy snow outside and we took advantage of the weather situation. 

· The class watched ‘March of the Penguins’ and it was due to be paused at the spot where a female penguin had gone missing.

· Meanwhile, Claire and I set up the hall. We had borrowed an igloo tent from Reception (who had recently dismantled their role play area set in the Antarctic). We had white sheets and white paper all over the floor to represent snow; we had blue material to represent small lakes and had white crepe paper hanging from the door on the children’s entrance.

· Claire then got in the igloo in a yellow jacket with a cuddly penguin.

· I went back into the class with all year 3s and the TAs went to make hot chocolate for all of them. When that was ready I paused the DVD as the phone was ‘ringing’. Everyone went quiet as I took the call to say we were needed to rescue a colleague from the Antarctic. I spoke on the phone about it being far too cold and I know it’s snowing outside but the temperatures in the Antarctic are quite different and I’m not sure we were up to it. Some children started shouted that we were. We prepared ourselves by drinking the hot chocolate and eating a biscuit. We put on our warmest equipment and made our way to the Antarctic. All 50 of us!! 

· When we arrived we made radio contact with our colleague in the igloo who explained the dangers and that it would take careful planning. The team wrote their ideas in the snow (on the white paper all around the floor)

· When they were ready a team of 4 went in to rescue the penguin, but they couldn’t get their colleague at the time. The sight of the medical team giving first aid treatment to a penguin was amazing and so serious! 

· Then another team of 4 went in to rescue their colleague watched in anticipation by everybody else.

· We thought that was it, until one chid came to me to point out a message in the snow (clearly written by him) .It said ‘Help me! Help me!’ we had an extra problem that someone else was stuck. I had to think quickly because they would not find anyone else!
· A few minutes later the child came back and told me he had found further clues ‘I’m an Eskimo and I’m stuck’

· I sent in another team who searched and searched but couldn’t find anything. I asked the team by radio how long they were prepared to keep looking and that think they should come back before they put their own lives in danger.

· When they arrived back, I explained that we can not always rescue everybody and sometimes our own safety is paramount as rescuers!!!

· For the rest of the afternoon, they watched Happy Feet and played out in the snow. It was a fantastic day. 

	Literacy - Myths and Legends
	Inspired by Africa. As part of our whole school Book Week everyone was looking at some part of Africa. Year 3 had South Africa. 

We found a South African legend about Table Top Mountain and how the clouds became to be rolling off the top. It was called Van Hunks and the Devil. We studied this and then used this as a framework to write our own legends about Lionhead mountain in South Africa. This was good inspiration for writing in these 2 weeks. 

	Science - Magnets
	A person, Miss Jones, (me in my class and Claire in hers) came from HQ in London looking for the experts and the research team. She had a case of magnets and there was lengthy discussion about the importance of magnets in rescues. They had the morning to investigate the strength of different magnets in their groups using paper clips and then Miss Jones had to take the results back to HQ central. It was yet another exciting way to carry out an investigation.

	Maths – Problem solving
	This was another lesson observation by the Headteacher as part of our regular monitoring process. This time we didn’t have him in role.

An e mail was sent with a voice recording attached. I got one of my male friends to record the following on a voice recorder:
‘Good morning Rescue HQ of Warrington. My name is Ivor, Ivor Tenner and I work in the finance department at the main Rescue HQ in London. I am sorry I couldn’t be there in person but I am a very busy man. I hope you have managed to access this e mail properly and can all hear me.

It is my job to give money to all Rescue Headquarters across the country so that you can run a good centre. As it is the end of the financial year we had some spare money which centres could apply for if they had a special project. Your observer Mrs Reilly heard about this extra money and applied for another grant. She informed us that you are building a first aid room in your headquarters and need some money for supplies in there. I know that they are very expensive to set up and the money to buy the equipment must be spent wisely.

I am pleased to tell you that there are 3 lots of £10 available from my department and I have sent them to Mrs Reilly in the post. 3 pairs of the team (6 people in total) will be chosen to order the supplies. You will be chosen based on your skills as mathematicians.  Mrs Reilly will organise you into pairs, as she knows how best you work in maths. I also trust her to make a decision on the winners. Each of the £10s will be awarded to pairs of members who have successfully solved some word problems linked to spending money in a first aid catalogue and who have worked hard and not given up. 

I wish you the best of luck and I hope the winning pairs spend their £10 wisely to stock your first aid room. I also wish you lots of luck in the future for any rescue missions you undertake.’

I then uploaded this to an e mail and sent it to myself. I opened the e mail in front of the class. They were all listening and paying attention. I then showed them the money and the word problems and they set off in pairs to solve the problems. They were hard and needed perseverance but the prospect of money to buy supplies in the first aid centre was good enough incentive for some.

	Role Play area changed to First Aid Centre
	I set up a first aid centre in the class with a bed and supplies using the money from Ivor Tenner. The children go into this area and work on tasks linked to first aid and the rescue service 


This is what we have done to date using Mountain Rescue as the original stimulus. I hope that this is clear, it seems like a lot of waffle to me and I’ve tried to sum it up as best I can. It does not do the work we have done any justice, the book shows the work better. 
